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This is thefourth draft of my essay about why I think there should be less homework. My

paper goes through many examples on why giving a lot of homework is a bad idea. Since the

first draft, I have made a number of changes, not only in _grammar, but also trying to sha_pe F}le
paper as a whole. On my first few drafts, the difficulty I had was trying to make it sound more |-
reflective and less persuasive. Another difficulty was, that all of what [ was saying wasn’t
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necessanly trying to convmce others Wilat I was saying was coming from within me. In fact,

this paper is one of the first in which I really didn’t have to think too much about what I neede(%’,»f ‘ Lo

to write; I just wrote. I feel like it all flowed out of me, almost like I was writing a journal. It sfﬂl .

sounded persuasive-l though, including to the peeple who read my paper. They did, however, give

a lot of helpful ways to make it more reflective. For example, they suggested that I use more

stories about myself, as well as using more “I’s” to talk about how I felt. I also went to the

Writing Resource Center and Abby Goodwin helped me a lot with it. She gave some of the same

suggestions as my group, but she also added a lot more detail. One of the things everyone said

was to know my audlence'ﬁ actually had intended this to be geared towards people my age and G

(Eeg.' What I likeﬁ the piece was that I felt that everything in it was from me; it wasnLt’ - »“L ,7’:: ‘ 7? '

said | by anyone else. The words almost flowed from my hands to the computer. What I didn’t like [:; ¢\ i |

about it was how per'al{aswe it qounded to others. I could see how everyone lhought it was
fo . o K s -

persuasive, but I was reaIIIy r.eﬂe“ctmg on t{ns p:per If ; had ¢ .;111 y quesllons for this reader, it

would be “Can you hear me in this paper? Does it sound like me? Do you think it is more

persuasive, reflective, or a good combination of both? If it sounded more persuasive, how can I

make it more reflective?”
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I thought I worked very hard on this reflective paper. I think that my grade should be
aroundkfa 9'5%’ Even though I was gone for a few days because of cross country, I still made up
all the work and reviewed all my group’s papers. Also, for this project I tried to take advantage (]

of the Writing Resource Center to help sharpen my paper. I was paired up with Abby Goodwin “> A ;/? i
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and she helped me a lot. She gave helpful hints and helped with the details of my paper. I also gl .
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asked a few people who were not in my class on their perspectives on homework. I feel like I

worked really hard on this project and it has been a good experience as well.
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Less Homework

“People might actually learn better without a lot of homework.’; A fellow peer of mine
told me this as [ was discussing this paper with him. He and I both agreed that a lot of
assignments can sometimes get in the way of @¢K enjoyment of learning. Every teenager likes to
have fun and people do like to learn, but the amount of homework that my friends and I have in
each of our classes can make us have negative attitudes towards it.

First of all, I know that all of us as teenagers want to have fun. I can speak from
experience because I am a teenager myself and I want t6 enjoy things. People do not want to be
like me when I was a freshman. I did not do any extracurricular activities except for JV soccer in \

the spring. I went home and did my homework until I was done, and then I went to bed. That was

my routine every weeknight because I had so much homework. There were times when I had to \ j

stay up past midnight working on my assignments. It was really odd because a house full of nine
other people is always loud, but when it was extremely quiet at night, it was almost eerie. It was '
really boring and I was not very happy with myself because I was not spending very much time
with my friends. Now, one of the things I do for fun is run cross country. I do it for a few

reasons. One is to strengthen endurance for soccer which I will play in the spring. But the other

reason is so that I woz,lld"fgnjoy myself and possibly make new friends. I have loved to run fo
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many years and it is always more fun when you are doing things with friends./A lot of us like to _}{ .

hang out with friends, whether it’s going to a movie, going shopping, or having a party at

someone’s house. We all like to do fun things. Sometimes though, homework can get in the way.
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Over the last nine days, I have had an average of about five classes each day that assign
homework. Sometimes, [ am able to get one or two subjects done in my twenty minute study hall

in fifth period, but that still leaves three left to do for home, and they are usually the time-

consuming ones. Already, it can be about three hours of homework a night, and that’s not even

~“‘counting the chores I need to do around the house.

A friend of mine said that he had so much homework one week that he went to bed at

around one o’clock each night because he had about three or four hours of assignments to

i
complete. Another classmate said that he would be happy if he went to bed at midnight because
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there were many times where he went to bed in the early morning. Even though we can live

through the short hours of sleep, we really should be getting at least eight hours of sleep a night.
Teenagers are the ones who need the sleep most of all because our brains are still developing. (‘7‘
thtle éieep can also affect the way we learn in class and how we feel during the day. It limits the_ pd

way we concentrate on what the teachers are saying as well as figuring out ways to solve .~ { j/*"-- '

problems. g a - —

I am taking two AP classes this year and a writing course that is generally taken by \-\,-
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seniors. Also, math classes get a little bit more difficult and may take more time. I am not even

taking some of the harder classes, yet mine are still tough, leaving me up at night later than I —
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would like. I also know that other students are taking different classes and they are struggling

_ just to get work done. They may be spending one or two hours each night on the one class.

|\ Because teachers assign a lot of homework, we either do not have time to do it, or are
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| simply just too lazy. I don’t have any sympathy for those who are lazy, but I do know that there

b
are a great number of students that work on homework the morning it is due and use other

students’ homework to copy. As I walked through the junior hallway in a span of less than one



minute, I counted about thirty people working on homework. This may become a problem\ N L L ) ,
because students tend to worry more about getting an assignment done rather than actually ‘ o », W s
retaining the knowledge for themselves. Then, when the quizzes and tests come around, the _ L
students who copied the assignments don’t get very high scores. People might also focus more in
class if they knew that they didn’t have to work on an assignment later in the day. I know I
would. One of the newer methods that I generally like is the option to do homework. This Lt ©

happens in both of my math classes. In AP Statistics, my teacher gives us the option of doing the -

assignment. If we really understand the concepts of the lesson learned that day and we feel that \

we do not need extra practice, we don’t need to complete the assignment. She is also alright with L‘ ;;.,,-.-' a3

us doing just some of the problems if we need to work on certain areas. This is very convenient \1' _'I' ) X
s

because we don’t have the pressure of getting the homework done. My Pre-Calculus teacher uses ;:Q;l "":.-( ;&

this approach as well and she does it to avoid cheating. Both teachers though, do have six-point {j:/ ‘lﬁ

quizzes a few times a week at the beginning of class to test our knowledge from the previous
day. In this technique, it makes it a little bit mor@t’)le to learn.
Sometimes though, homework can make learning less fun. People love to learn. It is one

of our natural mstmcts We all like to figure out how to do things and perform certain tasks to
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make our lives easier. We also want to learn as much as we can about the world. There are points
though, when learning may not be very enjoyable. One of the ways that this can happen is by
assigning too much homework. If teachers do that to their students, the students might have
negative attitudes on the class, as well as the material that is being taught. This might affect their
grades or even the whole class in general. I know that if it happened to me, I would still do the

. assignment, except I would not enjoy doing it at all. That urge to learn can occasionally be

lessened. L LA e,
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I am not saying that homework is bad though. There are times when there is not enough
time in class to do everything. There are times when we do have to learn some things on our
own. I understand that. I think we all do. What I do not want though is for teachers to give many
assignments on a continual basis and make it so that we do nétt;enj oy it anymore. I think it would
be very beneficial not to assign homework every day so that the student would be able toéliqy\
the class and the material that he or she is learning.

Teenagers love to have fun and to learn. Sometimes though, a lot of homework weakens
that strive to attain as much knowledge as we can. It can lead to not understanding the material
being taught and bad grades, as well as limited sleep. We hardly put in the effort anymore
because there is too much homework being given. We might cheat and when the time comes to
take a test, we could get a bad score and it would lower our grades. My friends and I would

retain the information a lot better a.n{nyy learning more if we did not have as much

homework.



